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HAROLD F. DUEBBERT

Waterfowl hunting on North America expe-rienced two great eras. The first occurred in the last three decades of the 19th century when marshes, bays and skies across the continent were filled with waterfowl on their southern wintering grounds, their northern breeding grounds and on their spring and fall migra-tions, and when new railroads provided hunters with access to remote areas such as the prai-ries. In his 2003 book, Wildfowling in Dakota: 1873-1903, Harold Duebbert recounted this first era on the American prairies through the writings of prominent hunters including William B. Leffingwell, William B. Mershon and others with colorful pen names like Pin Tail, White Crane and Greenhead that appeared in The American Field and Forest and Stream during that period.
Following alarming declines in water-fowl populations in the early 20th century, the Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918 was passed by the U. S. Congress giving the Federal Government the authority to regulate the hunt-ing of all migratory birds. But the 1930s “Dust Bowl” drought then brought further dras-tic declines in duck populations across the Prairie Pothole Region of the United States and Canada, which constituted only 10 per-cent of the waterfowl breeding habitat in North America but produced 50 percent of the conti-nent’s migratory ducks in average years and up to 80 percent in banner years.When water returned to the prairies at the end of the 1930s, prairie nesting duck popu-lations rebounded dramatically, initiating the second great era of duck hunting just as Harold was beginning his life as a waterfowl hunter in 1940. Duck populations remained high through the next two decades but then began another gradual decline as the result of increasingly intensive agriculture that drained prairie wet-lands and destroyed prairie grasslands essential to duck production, and it continues today.Harold lived this second great era of water-fowl hunting and documented it in his hunting journals, and now readers may re-live it as he takes them back to those bygone years in My Lifetime Among Waterfowl.

Harold F. Duebbert was born on June 30, 1929, in a house on a high bluff overlooking the Missouri River near Wellington, Missouri. In 1940 he shot his first duck from a blind on the river and by 1943 he was making his first wooden duck decoys. After serving two years in the  U. S. Army in Korea, Harold received a Master of Arts degree in wildlife management from the University of Missouri in 1958. At that point, his passion for waterfowl became both his avoca-tion and his vocation, and he spent the next five decades in premier marshes of North Dakota, Oregon and Saskatchewan. His professional career with the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service produced scientific reports that established the standard for managing production habi-tat for upland nesting ducks across the Prairie Pothole Region.
Harold cherished the great traditions of old-time waterfowl hunting, including hunting in a duck boat and over decoys he made himself, shooting a 1913 L. C. Smith double-barrel shot-gun, wearing classic tan canvas hunting gear, and accompanied by one of his three won-derful Labrador retrievers. Harold kept metic-ulous journals of his hunts beginning in 1954 and extending through 2009 and  his personal library was filled with classic books on water-fowl and decoy making. Harold died on January 18, 2022, and his ashes were distributed at Bowerman Slough in northeastern Kidder County, North Dakota, one of his favorite hunt-ing marshes, and at Legends Pass on the Neil Bien ranch in northeastern South Dakota.
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MY LIFETIMEAMONG WATERFOWLHUNTER, DECOY MAKER, WILDLIFE BIOLOGIST

“Having the birds respond to decoys I made and sometimes to my cal ling brought joy to my soul.”

Waterfowl hunting in North America experienced two great eras. The first occurred in the last three 
decades of the 19th century when autumn skies were filled with waterfowl and hunters had access to 
remote areas such as the northern prairies via rail cars. Harold Duebbert recounted this first era in his 
2003 book, Wildfowling in Dakota: 1873-1903. By the early 20th century, waterfowl populations were 
declining and the 1930s “Dust Bowl” drought brought further drastic declines in duck populations across 
the Prairie Pothole Region that constituted 10 percent of the waterfowl breeding habitat but produced 
50 percent of the continent’s migratory ducks in average years. When water returned to the prairies 
at the end of the 1930s, prairie nesting duck populations rebounded dramatically, initiating a second 
great era of duck hunting just as Harold was beginning his life as a waterfowl hunter in 1940. Harold 
lived this second great era of waterfowl hunting as a hunter, decoy maker and wildlife biologist, and he 
documented it in his 56 years of hunting journals. Now readers may re-live it as he takes them back to 
those bygone years in My Lifetime Among Waterfowl.

• Hardcover book with over 150 photos of 
waterfowl and sandhill crane hunting 

• Harold’s handmade decoys and duck boat

• Extensive excerpts from his 56 years of 
hunting journals and his publications as a 
professional waterfowl biologist
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BY HAROLD F. DUEBBERT

“Having the birds respond to  
decoys I made and sometimes to  
my cal ling brought joy to my soul.”

Order by Phone:  (701) 371-5958
Order Online:  www.HaroldFDuebbert.com

Payment Method:

Order by Mail: My Lifetime Among Waterfowl
 P.O. Box 673, Jamestown, ND 58402-0673

Shipping & Handling: Add $6.95 for the first book, $3.00 for each additional book. For 
orders of more than 5 books or for express delivery or international rates, please call.

Check or Money Order VISA MasterCard Discover

Please allow 
10 days for 

UPS delivery; 
International 
orders and 
orders to 

P.O. Boxes may 
take 3-4 weeks.

Credit Card #:  __________________________________ Exp. Date:  ______________

Signature:  ______________________________________________________________

Name:  _________________________________________________________________

Address:  ________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip Code:  _____________________________________________________

Phone:  _________________________________________________________________

To order by mail, complete the order form below and send a check or credit card information to the address above. Make check out to My Lifetime Among Waterfowl.

Please detach and mail 
with your order form.

PRE-ORDER 

YOURS TODAY!

Expected to 
be available
December

2022.

We thank you for your order!
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